
Where Were They?
by Jane L. Down

An old family story about the arrival of my Down ancestors in Canada and where they settled
was recently brought into question by the discovery of an obituary which presented a different
order of events. So far I have been unable to substantiate either version. The old family story
stated that Robert Down of Broadwoodwidger, Devon, his wife, Susannah, and eight of their
children came to Canada in 1846 ‘landed at Port Hope and then settled in the Exeter area’.  The1

story further related that the following year Robert’s nephew, also called Robert Down, and his
wife Ann, Susannah’s sister, and their son John came to Canada.  Nephew Robert supposedly2

went to Exeter alone and lived with his Uncle Robert’s family for the winter while they started to
clear nephew Robert’s land (lot 27 concession 2, Usborne Township, Huron County).  Ann and3

John stayed in Bowmanville and joined nephew Robert in Exeter the following spring (1848).4

There is a record of a lease that Robert Senior took out on lot 28 concession 2 in 1849  and a5

record of him purchasing the north half of lot 27 concession 3 in 1856.  There is also a record of6

Robert Junior converting a lease for lot 27 concession 2 into a purchase in 1855.  Both Robert7

Down families are listed in Usborne in the 1851 census.  8

There was no reason to question this story until recently when an obituary was found for
Susannah Keddy, Robert Senior’s daughter. It stated that she ‘came to Canada with her parents
in the spring of 1846 settling first in the Township of Darlingford County Durham. In the spring
of 1849 the family moved to the section then known as the ‘Huron Tract’, in this country then
being a solid natural forest and settled on lot 28 concession 2 Usborne Tp.’  This story has9

Robert Senior’s family staying in Darlingford (Darlington?) for three years (1846-1849) before
moving into the Huron Tract and would contradict the story of Robert Junior going directly to
meet his uncle in Usborne in 1847.

So which story is correct? Robert Down is not listed in the 1848 census for Usborne,  however,10

a Robert Down is listed on lot 10 concession 6 in Darlington as a non-proprietor with five in the
household, two being natives of Scotland, one Ireland and two Canadian.  The Darlington entry11

would seem not to correspond with Robert Senior’s family as they were all born in England but
why was he not listed in Usborne? The earliest directories for Huron County are 1863  so would12

be no help. Robert Senior’s daughter Elizabeth was the first child to be born in Ontario on
December 25, 1846.   The location of Elizabeth’s baptism would help to solve the mystery but13 14

no baptism has been found for her in the Wesleyan Methodist records.  Her parents were Bible15

Christians  and baptisms that early were often done by ‘saddleback preachers’   or not at all so16 17 18

perhaps a record of her baptism does not exist.

The second story from Susannah’s obituary may explain why the first record of Robert Senior
leasing land in Usborne was 1849. It has always been a mystery why there is no record of him
leasing land in 1846 when he supposedly arrived but perhaps he worked as a labourer until he
was able to lease a lot in 1849.

I would like to know where Robert Senior and his family were from 1846 to 1849 and have it
substantiated by the records.
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